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Factory marks m the Western sense are prac
Mcally unknown on Chinese porcelain wares while
those purporting to record the period of manu
facture are so liable to be commemorative or
even deliberately fraudulent as to be a frequent
cause of dispute among students Marks of the
Mfag Chinese Emperors Hsflan Te Ch eng Hua
and Ghia Ching are commonly found on wares of
the reign of the Ch ing Emperor K ang Hsi while
the reign name of K ang Hsi himself rare on the

abundant porcelain of his period is chiefly found
on 19th and 20ih century wares

Under the rule of the Ming Emperors (1368-
1644) the Bung ideals in pottery were largely
rejected m favour of the vogue for fine grained
white porcelain heralding the beginning of a new
period in Chinese ceramic history with its centre in
the town of Ching te Chen in Klangsi province
where a new Imperial factory was started in 1369
with a prolific output of early Ming blue and white